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When Covid 19 started, we were just like everyone
else wondering what was next. Then, the government
started shutting down small businesses and we
thought that was all we could do. Then TSFA stepped
in, on behalf of the Florists in Texas and through the
Texas Department of Agriculture’s request to include
Floristry in essential business, the Governor declared
Florists as essential. Because of TSFA's quick action,
we were allowed to continue operating, serving our
customers and sharing the beauty of flowers at such
a dark time. This is just one of the many ways TSFA
supports and goes to bat for Florists in Texas. Thank
You TSFA!
JIMMY BURRAGE CFD TMF

Marvel’s Flowers | Killeen

During the pandemic, we were only closed for one
week. Due to the quick actions of TSFA, and the
connections we have with other TSFA members,
we were able to immediately get the information
we needed to stay open, stay profitable and stay
compliant with state and local pandemic regulations.
We are so thankful for the hardworking team at TSFA
and the relationships with fellow members.
MARISA GUERRERO AIFD

Debbie’s Bloomers | El Paso

TSFA was there to get the job done, making certain
that the florists could remain open during the
pandemic, having one large voice for each of us.
TSFA's membership provides TSFA with the power
of numbers.
MISTY FAGLIE
Hutto Flower Market | Hutto
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When the pandemic struck, everyone was uncertain
about who could keep working. Some shops in
our delivery area were threatened with fines by
overzealous judges if they didn’t close up shop.
After a quick phone call with TSFA, | was relieved
that Dianna had reached out to Sid Miller and Terry
Keel, of the Texas Department of Agriculture, and had
“floristry” included specifically, by name, in the list of
exempt agriculture related businesses. This action
took a major weight off our shoulders, allowing us to
operate safely without fear of fines or legal action.
CARL ANDERSON
Bill Doran | Austin

Because of the Department of Agriculture’s request to
include the floral industry as essential, the Governor
deemed florists as essential. Precious Memories
never closed even one day during the pandemic. We
were able to keep our staff employed and conducted
business pretty much, as usual. We were slow on a
few days and we did have staff out due to the illness,
but we worked. | had Covid, and had to quarantine
for the required number of days, but | worked at our
satellite location and prepared for Christmas away
from the others. We made it work! We are so glad
that TSFA has a long standing relationship with TDA.
God Bless Texas and TSFA!
NORMAN NORTHEN TMFA

Precious Memories | Temple

TSFA’s quick action in requesting the essential
exemption and the Governor’s approval helped to
minimize the financial impact on my business. My
shop, House of Blooms, closed for only three weeks
during the pandemic. Once we re-opened our doors,
with a reduced staff and a reduction in our hours of
operation, our gross revenue for the first year of the
pandemic was the same as the prior year.
PAT HOUCK

House of Blooms | Sugar Land

We were very grateful to Governor Abbott for the
quick action of approving the floral industry as an
essential business during the early shutdown period
of the pandemic. It allowed us to continue serving our
customers who were increasingly frustrated with the
lockdowns and resultant separation from loved ones.
Our touch-less deliveries allowed everyone, both near
and far, to express their feelings by sending flowers
to loved ones who they weren't able to visit. We
were also able to keep our staff employed. Thank you
TSFA for the role you played in making this happen!
MARY MCCARTHY AIFD TMFA
The Blooming Idea | The Woodlands, Texas
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Happy New Year to each of you! This is such
a special time of year when we take a moment
to reflect on the past as we look to the future.
This time of year always makes me thankful for
family and friends and of course my floral family!

When | think of my floral family, TSFA is at
the very root. This year, | am reminded of how
TSFA, through its relationship with the Texas
Department of Agriculture, was the reason
our Governor listed floral as essential and kept
our businesses open and flourishing during
the pandemic. | recall that we were not sure
as to what to do in our shop and looked to TSFA for guidance every
step of the way. TSFA provided fliers to print and post on our doors

TSFA President
Cheryl Vaughan TMFA

along with ones to carry in our vehicles to clearly show that we were
deemed necessary and were within the guidelines set aside by our
state government. A huge thank you to TSFA Executive Director
Dianna Nordman and her quick response to this situation. Thank you,
TSFA Board of Directors, for your leadership during this unprecedented
time. Reflecting on our past, we are reminded of the incredible
difference that this one accomplishment made on our future.

January is also the traditional time for New Year's Resolutions. One of
mine involves TSFA. | want to share what TSFA means to me with those
who are not yet members with hope to bring them into this amazing
organization. | hope each of you will consider sharing the reason you
are part of TSFA with just five people. Can you imagine if each of us
shared with five people and half of those joined! What a difference
this would make in TSFA! | challenge you to share, share share!

Let’s bring in the New Year with increased interest and participation!
Hope to see you soon at at one of the events scheduled in 2023!
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SUPPORT WHEN IT MATTERS MOST

TSFA HIGHLIGHTS

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2023 TEXAS FLORAL EXPO

TEXAS FLORAL SHOWCASE

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SCHOLARSHIPS

INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

TSFA RECOGNITION

COMMUNITY RECOGNITION

COMPETITION

VOLUNTEER

NEW MEMBERS

FLOWERS TO COMFORT

TEXAS IN BLOOM ADVERTISING
MAKES THIS MAGAZINE POSSIBLE

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE TEXAS STATE FLORISTS ASSOCIATION
PO Box 859 | Leander, Texas 78646 | 512.528.0806 | FAX 512.834.2150 | www.tsfa.org | dnordman@tsfa.org | caroles@tsfa.org

TSFA BOARD

TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA

Immediate Past President Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA
First Vice President Susan Piland CFD TMF

Second Vice President Ed Fimbel CFD TMF

Retail Director Jimmy Burrage TMF

Retail Director Marisa Guerrero AIFD

Retail Director Tiffany Houck TMF

Wholesale Director Tom Wolfe, Jr.

Grower Director Pat Berry

STAFF

Publisher and Managing Editor | TSFA Executive Director Dianna Nordman AAF
Editor | Lynn Lary McLean AAF AIFD PFCI TMF

Assistant Director | Carole Sayegh

Office Coordinator | Trinity Marshall TMF

Production | Pixels and Ink

Contributing Writers | Carl Anderson, Jimmy Burrage CFD TMF, Misty Faglie,
Marisa Guerrero AIFD, Pat Houck, Mary McCarthy AIFD TMFA,

Norman Northen TMFA, Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA
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2021 - SHOWCASE - 2022 2021 - EVENTS - 2022

FORUMS=-2022

Texas State Florists’ Association

The dedication and collaborative efforts of many, with the support of the Texas Floral Education Underwriters, continues to add to
the education platforms in Texas. Texas State Florists’ Association is pleased to share some of the 2022 highlights!

THE TEXAS FLORAL SHOWCASE WAS HELD IN WACO
The 2022 Texas Floral Showcase brought gkéi?m\ﬁ to 80 attendees!
Thank you Charlie Groppetti AIFD for taking the attendees on a visual journey of floral concepts that helped to define and build a brand.

THE TEXAS FLORAL FORUM WAS HELD IN CORPUS CHRISTI

The education during the Forum was Tailored to Perfection with design programs, business sessions and

hands-on workshops presented by Renee Tucci AIFD PFCI and Tina Coker AAF AIFD PECI.

TEXAS DESIGNER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION CONCLUDED AT THE ART MUSEUM OF SOUTH
TEXAS HIGHLIGHTING FLORAL PROFESSIONALISM TO THE PUBLIC

Eight competitors were challenged to create floral design for the Art Museum of South Texas. The neutral walls and
high ceiling of the Art Museum were a perfect backdrop for the vivid flowers and foliage. Museum visitors
watched the designers in action. What a wonderful way to bring floral artistry to the public!

TEACHING THE TEACHERS

TSFA’s expert instructors continue to provide the training to Texas high school floral design teachers.
TSFA offers teachers a Level 1 and Level 2 Floral Design Certification.

TSFA TESTED 5,366 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS HANDS-ON AND 25,512 HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS IN A FLORAL KNOWLEDGE BASED CERTIFICATION

The Texas Education Agency approved the continuation of TSFA’s Level 1, Level 2 and Knowledge Based Floral Design Certifications
through TEA’s Accreditation process. TSFA is proud of the students we are preparing for a floral carcer and equally proud of the
students who will become our educated future floral consumers.

PROMOTING TSFA MEMBERS AND THE BEAUTY OF FLOWERS AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY

TSFA sponsored a design program, presented by TSFA Member Marisa Guerrero AIFD, during CalFlowers in August.
TSFA highlighted the Texas Floral Education Underwriters as part of this program.

PROVIDING FLORAL TRIBUTES FOR UVALDE

Although this was a tragedy that should have never happened, it is important to recognize how our industry came together during
the days that followed. TSFA, through the generosity of growers, wholesalers and retail florists, provided floral tributes for each of the services.
We witnessed heartfelt leadership at its finest and were reminded that flowers spoke, with love, the words that no one could find to say.
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Cultivating Member Success and a Strong Floral Community for 107 Years!
Professional Development « Professional Certification
Educational Development « Scholarships « Industry Leadership
Industry Recognition « Competition « Volunteer Participation

TSFA {).

offered FREE to TSFA members with expanded opportunities to educate!

TSFA’s innovative approach to Virtual Learning opened with a variety of subjects hosted by a
wealth of talent! The selected subjects addressed the most relevant of topics and highlighted
the most creative of techniques.

Each is catalogued for you to learn at your leisure in the comfort of your own home!
Visit tsfa.org for the complete TSFA Virtual Learning Catalogue. All sessions are FREE to TSFA Members!
An added Bonus! TSFA Members may also share with their staff!
Be sure and watch for the releases in 2023!
These will only add to the content currently offered!

TSFAS MW wund 5%@/9\”

at Bill Doran in San Antonio Opens New Possibilities in 2023

Longtime TSFA member Scojt Hasty AIFD presented %/%W 5 %fé«v during the recent
/% W%{Event at Bill Doran in San Antonio opening new'possibilities in 2023.
SFA W||| travel to a Texas Floral Wholesaler in the Spring and Fall of 2023 and jointly
host a Design Event FREE to TSFA members!

TSFA SCHOOL OF FLORAL DESIGN

offers an array of classes to help your creativity flower

This list of classes provides the essentials for your budding floral career.
Elements and Principles of Floral Design
Wedding Design
Sympathy Design
Floral Management
Care & Handling of Cut Flowers, Foliage & Flowering Plants

‘§
>
$
|
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TSFA, with the support
of the Texas Floral
Education Underwriters,

brings a Hands-on Workshop
and Product Gallery with a
Dinner and a Show in 2023!

2023 - SHOWCASE - 2024

JODY MCLEOD AIFD
WILL TRAVEL TEXAS IN 2023

MARCH 1, 2023 SEPTEMBER 13, 2023
Houston Racquet Club City Club
10709 Memorial Drive 301 Commerce Street

Houston, TX 77024 Fort Worth, TX 76102

Jody Mcleod is a 33 year seasoned veteran of the floral industry. An
award winning designer, his designs have been published in both industry
magazines and product catalogs. His accolades include being a former North
Carolina Designer of the Year and two-time Champion of the Jim Treadaway
Cup Interpretive Design Competition. In 2008, Jody was inducted into
the prestigious American Institute of Floral Designers and in 2018, he
presented a main stage program during the AIFD Symposium. He
will serve as AIFD Symposium Coordinator in 2024 when the AIFD
Symposium takes place in Orlando, Florida.

Jody has served as President and Chairman of the Board of the
North Carolina State Florists Association and currently serves
as AIFD Southern Chapter President. He is also the Mayor of his
hometown, Clayton, North Carolina, a position that he has held
since 2003.

A graduate of East Carolina University with a Bachelor of Science

in Management with a concentration in Entrepreneurship and Small

Business, Jody brings forth tremendous knowledge as a highly sought

after floral presenter. He is dynamic, engaging and message driven sharing

his journey and understanding of the many aspects of the floral industry as

a Teleflora Education Specialist. “We are placed on this earth to support,
cultivate and grow others. Otherwise, why are we here?!”
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The'programming will lead you, from the

PRODUCT GALLERY features what's new from the
Texas Floral Education Underwriters with time to see
friends, renew acquaintances and network to discuss
the most important topics of the day!

DESIGN LECTURES & DEMONSTRATIONS
inspire while addressing topics to ensure your success.
Announcing the 2023 Presenters!

Hitomi Gilliam AIFD - Jackie Lacey AIFD
Donald Yim AIFD

A STUDY OF FLOWERS & PHOTOGRAPHY
with Alan Masters AIFD and Cody Ash

LUNCH & LEARN on Saturday with Event
Extraordinaire Mandy Majerik AIFD and on Sunday
with Floral Retail Expert Deborah De La Flor AIFD
and emerge with enlightened education.

Nl
N,

All meals are m‘(luded in your Expo Re{stratlorl :

rglng from a situation.
ic preparing you forithe days ahead!

N L

BUSINESS SESSIONS on Friday provide the absolute
best in business instruction. You asked and we listened!
Derrick Myers and Renato Cruz Sogueco return to
share a wealth of knowledge to help improve your
bottom line!

HANDS-ON DESIGN WORKSHOPS bring the
absolute best in design talent to Texas to lead you
forward in mastering techniques and learning the
latest!
Amy Balsters « Hitomi Gilliam AIFD
Jackie Lacey AIFD « Derek Woodruff AIFD

BREAKFAST with Derek Woodruff AIFD on Saturday
morning will highlight experiential retail to engage you
and your cuatomer!

DINE & DESIGN with Jody McLeod AIFD on Friday

evening during the Stars of Texas!

B
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» For the first time ever, TSFA will offer a three installment paymé 1:

in an effort to make it as easy as possd)ie to attlndly %,
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FIVE STEPS TO BECOMING
A TEXAS MASTER FLORIST

1. Complete the Texas Master Florist
Application available at www.tsfa.
org or by calling the TSFA office at
512.528.0806. Email the completed
application to tsfaadmin@tsfa.org.

2. Upon approval of the application,
you will be eligible to register online
for seven of the ten courses in
the Texas Master Florist Program.
Proceed with the seven online courses,
successfully completing the online
exam for each class.

3. Register online for the three hands-
on courses that are offered in person.

4. Once you have successfully
completed all ten courses, you may
register for the Texas Master Florist
Program Final Exam.

5. Upon successful completion of
the Texas Master Florist Program,
you are eligible to test for Certified
Floral Designer certification (CFD®)
through the American Institute of
Floral Designers (AIFD®). An additional
preparatory course, to support the
creative process, is offered through

TSFA.

The all NEW Professional
Floral Certification Program

is Officially Launched

The Texas Master Florist Program provides a standard
of professional excellence which has been recognized
as one of the most complete educational curriculums
in the floral industry. The series offers classes in
Design Production and Floral Management with
Texas Master Florist Certification. From the sales
floor to the design room, from the delivery personnel
to the office staff, from entry level employee to
shop manager to owner, the content addresses the
variety of skill sets required for a successful retail
environment.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
REGARDING CERTIFIED FLORAL
DESIGNER CERTIFICATION (CFD®)
THROUGH THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE
OF FLORAL DESIGNERS (AIFD®).

- Texas State Florists’ Association (TSFA) is an
approved AIFD Education Provider and will submit
your contact information to AIFD.

- At that time, if you are interested in pursuing this
designation, you will complete the CFD® Application
and submit with a $164 certification fee to AIFD.
This fee includes your re-certification fees through
June 30.

» Upon invitation from AIFD you will take the AIFD
online test based on The AIFD Guide to Floral
Design. This book is referenced throughout the
Texas Master Florist Program curriculum and is a
mandatory reference to achieve the Certified Floral
Designer (CFD®) designation. The book is available
through TSFA. L.Bubela

« To receive CFD® certification, you must receive at
least an 80% score within two (2) weeks of receiving
access to the online test. There is a procedure in
place to retest in the event your score does not
meet the minimum requirement.

Texas Recertification is required every three years.
There are numerous ways to achieve recertification.



(% TSFA 8@6&&&/& @/ﬂﬂﬂ%@ led by the TSFA Education Committee

Co-Chairs and TSFA leadership, work together to provide opportunities for the Texas State Florists’
Association to provide the absolute best in industry education and professional development.

Co-Chair Bruce Easley AAF CFD TMFA Heather Cox TMF Kim O'Brien Jones AIFD CFD TMFA
Cy-Fair High School Doyenne de Fleurs
Co-Chair Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA
Shawn Coyle TMF Lisa Pieper TMF
Co-Chair Susan Piland CFD TMFA Dallas ISD Skyline Career Dev. Center ~ Caldwell ISD
Susan Piland Floral Studio
Mary Ann DeBerry CFD TMFA Cassandra Sanders CFD TMF
Co-Chair Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA The Florist, Ltd. Byron Martin ATC
Sunny Day Blossom Floral Design
Debbie Gordy AAF AIFD TMFA Jessica Smith TMF
Yolanda Amos TMFA Compton's Florist Caney Creek High School
Kroger
Jessica Marek TMF Rebecca Sullivan TMF
Joshua Anderson TMFA Cypress Falls High School Banquete High School
Madison High School

Jodi McShan AAF AIFD CFD PFECI TMF  Tom Williams TMF
Teia Bennett AIFD CFD TMF McShan Florist Mark Knox Flowers
Blumen-Meisters

Amy Neugebauer AIFD TMFA Jack Winterrowd TMF
Jimmy Burrage CFD TMF
Marvel's Flowers

The committee oversees Professional Certification, Texas Master Florist Designation, Knowledge Based
Floral Design Certification, Level 1and Level 2 Floral Design Certification, and the TSFA School of Floral
Design. These TSFA members give most generously of their time making a difference for so many through
the established certification programs. Visit tsfa.org for class schedules and the opportunity to advance
your floral design career.

Principles & Elements Curriculum

/7;/&? Stats [lorists’

ASSOCIATION
SCHOOLOFFLORALDESIGN

Hosted by TSFA, J Schwanke AIFD to present to Texas Teachers during ATAT

J Schwanke is passionate about flowers. J is the creator and host of “J Schwanke's
Life in Bloom” broadcast nationwide on Public Television and Create TV stations. J is
well known as a leading speaker within the flower industry and beyond. His ability to
enrapture an audience while simultaneously designing with flowers is renown, whether
experienced in person or through his TV show, his weekly flower-arranging videos on
uBloom.com, or his wildly popular YouTube Channel. J's engaging presentation style
is sure to make an impact as he educates and entertains!
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ENDOWMENT

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Deadline for application submission
is March 15, 2023

2023 New Attendee Scholarship | Texas Floral Expo
made possible by the American Floral Endowment
$300

Freytag Family Education Scholarship
In Memory of Ann Hobbs TMF
$1,200

Gina Waters AAF TMFA Scholarship
$500

Cross Family Education Scholarship
Honoring Jane & Mark Knox TMF
$500

Judy Rutledge AAF TMFA Education Scholarship
$500

Kassie Baker TMFA Memorial Scholarship
$500

Sheri Renee Montgomery White AAF TMFA
Memorial Scholarship

$500

Texas State Florists' Association Past Presidents'
Scholarship
$500

TSFA Floral Event Registration Scholarship
$300

Tubby Adkisson AAF TMFA Educational Scholarship
$800

Central Texas High School Floral Teacher Education
Scholarship in Memory of Becky Burt
$500

Details and qualifications may be found online
tsfa.org>Texas Floral Endowment>Scholarships
or by calling the TSFA office 512.528.0806
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Texas Floral Endowment

recognizes former TSFA President

Ken Freytag and presents the

Herman Meinders Visionary Award

Photography Credit | Cody Ash Photography

2022 Visionary Award Recipient Ken Freytag expresses
appreciation during the Texas Floral Showcase in
Waco, Texas.

It is with great pride that the Texas Floral
Endowment presented the prestigious Herman
Meinders Visionary Award to Ken Freytag of
Freytag's Florist in Austin, Texas. The TFE
award was developed in 2011 and named after
Mr. Herman Meinders, a strong supporter of
the floral industry, to celebrate individuals who
carry the same qualities of commitment and
selfless devotion.

Ken is a founding member of the Texas Floral
Endowment and continues to serve on the
Board of Directors.

He started his business at nineteen. Today,
his ambition and hard work have created a
legacy that, after 45 years, is still growing. Ken
is a TSFA Past President. He was awarded the
highly distinguished TSFA Lifetime Achievement
Award in 1988. In 2015, he was awarded the
honored Tom Butler “Retail Florist of the Year”
during SAF. Ken has been a dedicated asset to
many TSFA committees throughout the years
including Budget, Finance and Investment and
still serves today. He has devoted countless
hours of his time, talent and treasure to the
floral industry. His sound ethics and generosity
are example for all. He is most deserving of this
respected award.



TSFA O lonbers KRecgnized

FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP

4
Jodi McShan AAF CFD TMF
AIFD National Board Melmber Nicola Parker AIFD TMFA Ken Sentgr AIFD '
AIFD South Central Regional AIED National Board Member AIFD Membership Committee
Chapter Board Member First Vice Chair
Teleflora North Texas District AIFD Foundation Ambassador
President

Lynn Lary McLean
AAF AIFD PFCI TMF
AIFD Foundation CEO

/’ %
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Marisa Guerrero AIFD Teia Bennett AIFD TME Alan Masters AIFD
South Central Regional Chapter AIFD Foundation South Central Regional Chapter Sheri Jentsch AIFD TMF
President South Central Chapter President-elect AIFD South Central Regional
AIFD Foundation Trustee Representative Allied Florists of Houston Chapter Board Member
President

Michael McCarthy AIFD Tricia Won AIFD EMC
AIFD South Central Regional AIFD South Central Regional
Chapter Board Member Chapter Board Member

Robin Martinez AAF TMFA
Teleflora South Texas District
President

drysapay gy

Beth O'Reilly AIFD TMF
AIFD Foundation Ambassador
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SOCIETY OF AMERICAN FLORISTS RECOGNIZES TSFA
FOR 100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE FLORAL INDUSTRY

The Century Award was presented to Texas State

Florists’ Association in recognition for over 100 | 48

years of dedicated service to the betterment of
the Texas Floral Industry. TSFA President Cheryl
Vaughan CFD TMFA and TSFA Executive Director
Dianna Nordman AAF received the honor on behalf
of TSFA. Attending SAF and joining Cheryl and
Dianna on stage for the presentation were TSFA
2nd Vice President Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA, TSFA
Retail Director Tiffany Houck TMF (who wrote
the letter of recommendation to the SAF Awards
Committee that led to TSFA receiving the award)
and TSFA members Patrick Houck, Charles Ingrum
and Jenny Thomasson AIFD PFCI| EMC.

RENATO CRUZ SOGUECO AAF PFCI RECEIVES THE PAUL ECKE, JR. AWARD AT SAF

Renato Cruz Sogueco, AAF PFCl is the 2022
recipient of the Society of American Florists'
Paul Ecke, Jr. Award, which recognizes exemplary
devotion to profession, industry and community.
This award is given to one recipient each year
during the Stars of the Industry Awards Dinner at
SAF's Annual Convention. As SAF’s former Chief
Information Officer and now BloomNet's Vice
President of Digital Strategy and Education, Renato

has served as the industry's "technology evangelist” helping countless florists through the intricacies of
search engine optimization, social media, online marketing and mobile strategy to grow web sales and
engage customers. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Renato helped many floral businesses thrive by
educating them on the importance of building a strong website with content to increase their organic
searches. TSFA congratulates Renato Cruz Sogueco!

EIGHT TSFA MEMBERS WERE INDUCTED INTO THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF
FLORAL DESIGNERS THIS SUMMER DURING AIFD SYMPOSIUM IN LAS VEGAS

Abel Gonzalez-Mencio

AIFD PFCI TMF

. M
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Teia Bennett

AIFD TMF
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N, ¥

Ellie Grande AIFD

Clay Honeycutt AIFD
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Kari Gaudet AIFD

Jodi McShan
AAF AIFD PFCI TMF

Tricia Won
AIFD EMC



Photography Credit | Cody Ash Photography

TEXAS HONORS OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUALS FOR

Oenico to the (ndusty

Please refer to the September and October issues of
TEXAS in Bloom for the complete presentations.

Tom Wolfe, Sr. is awarded
the TSFA Lifetime
Achievement Award

2022 TSFA Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient
Tom Wolfe, Sr. is surrounded by family and close
friends. From Left to Right Presenter and TSFA
Past President Keith Taylor, Honoree Tom Wolfe,
Sr., Sofia Wolfe, Irene Phelps, Tom Wolfe, Jr. and
Victoria Howle.

Pat Berry is inducted into
the TSFA Hall of Fame

Presenter and TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan and
2022 TSFA Hall of Fame Inductee and
TSFA Past President Pat Berry.

Yolanda Amos TMFA is
awarded the Jim Orr Volunteer
Spirit Award

Presenter and former recipient Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA and
2022 Jim Orr Volunteer Spirit Award Recipient Yolanda
Amos TMFA.
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THE FLOWER BOX CELEBRATES
50TH ANNIVERSARY IN GEORGETOWN, TX

By Sydney Decker Article reprinted with permission from "Hello Georgetown"

The Flower Box celebrated their 50th anniversary
on October 13th in Georgetown, TX with an
event for the public to enjoy door prizes, in-store
discounts and refreshments all day with live music,
a ribbon cutting, photo booth, food and drinks!

Originally founded in 1972 by Patricia Taylor, the
original location of The Flower Box was at 105 W.
11th Street in Georgetown..

“Patricia hired Susie Ramos TMF to be the store
manager and Susie later bought the shop from
Patricia.” Deniese O’'Neill, owner of The Flower
Box, told “Hello Georgetown” that “Susie devoted
countless hours to the store, community and the
floral industry. She owned the shop for 36 years.
Susie built and relocated The Flower Box to the
current location at 910 Martin Luther King Jr. Street
in 1988 and we remain at this location today.”

Deniese O’Neill began working at The Flower
Box as a store manager in 2003 after growing up
around the floral industry.

“| started designing flowers in 1992,” Deniese O'Neill
shared. “My mother was a florist. | went to work at
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the shop in Canyon, Texas called HRs Flowers and
have never looked back or wanted to do anything
differently. Being able to make people happy and
express their feelings is what | love most. | love
the smells and the colors and the way different
textures work together to create that perfect
feeling or sentiment. It is my passion.”




In 2011, Deniese O'Neill purchased the store with her husband
Jim, carrying on the legacy of excellence in florals in the
community. Today, The Flower Shop offers a variety of
products and services for every occasion including:

« Fresh Flowers and Plants

« Home Decor ltems

« Silk Stems and Floral Arrangements
+ Wines

. Gifts, Balloons and Candies

“We are a full service flower shop,” Deniese O'Neill said. “We
deliver locally and send orders through the wire services to
different towns, states or countries. Flowers are a universal,
timeless language. My motto is ‘We love to create what your
heart wants to say!" We love supporting community projects
and just serving the Georgetown community. Everyday brings
something different. A florist deals with every aspect that
life offers, births, deaths, weddings, divorces, and on and
on. | am truly blessed and blessed to be part of this great
community.”

Learn more about The Flower Box at their
website, www.flowerboxgeorgetown.com,
or their Facebook page.

Owner Deniese O'Neill celebrates the 50th Anniversary
with former owners Susie Ramos TMF and Pat Taylor

Ole lave to creato whal
youh heart wards to say/

Deniese O'Neill

Back row: Jim O'Neill
Bottom row left to right: Jeff Tyree, Fred Galvan,

Deniese O'Neill, Sarah Gore. 15 | TEXAS in Bloom | JANUARY 2023



TEXAS

DESIGNER
OF THE YEAR
COMPETITION

EIGHT CONTESTANTS PARTICIPATED IN THE
2022 TEXAS DESIGNER OF THE YEAR COMPETITION

From Left to Right: Alan Masters AIFD PFCI, Rebecca Sullivan CFD TMF,
Kari Gaudet AIFD, Tricia Won AIFD EMC, Richard Trujillo AIFD, Victoria Howle TMF,
Mary McCarthy AIFD TMF and Jack Winterrowd TMF

Thank you to each participant and to the Texas Floral Education Underwriters
for your support of this most important competitive event!
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THE 2022 DESIGNER OF THE YEAR TOP THREE COMPETITORS WERE APPLAUDED!!

3 v Kari Gaudet AIFD az nd  Alan Masters AIFD PFCI

Kari Gaudet AIFD was awarded 3rd place with flowers and Alan Masters AIFD PFCI was awarded 2nd place with
a check for $200. Kari is pictured with TSFA President flowers and a check for $300. Alan is pictured with TSFA
Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA and Chair Scott Hasty AIFD. President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA and

Chair Scott Hasty AIFD.

Mary was awarded the title Texas Designer of the Year with flowers and $1,000
check, Silver Texas Cup, the Crystal Star of Texas and $1,000 towards
participating in the Sylvia Cup at the Society of American Florists' Convention.
Mary is pictured with TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA
and Chair Scott Hasty AIFD.
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TSFA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TSFA President
Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA

First Vice President
Susan Piland CFD TMF

Second Vice President

Ed Fimbel CFD TMF

Immediate Past President

Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA

Retail Director
Jimmy Burrage TMF

Retail Director
Marisa Guerrero AIFD

Retail Director
Tiffany Houck TMF

Wholesale Director
Tom Wolfe, Jr.

Grower Director
Pat Berry

ACHIEVEMENT COMMITTEE
Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA

Susan Piland CFD TMF
Susan Piland Floral Studio

Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA
Sunny Day Blosson Floral Design

BYLAWS COMMITTEE
Chair Jack Cross AAF TMFA
Arthur Pfeil Smart Flowers

Patrick Houck
House of Blooms

Jimmy Klepac
Klepac Greenhouses, Inc.

Tom Wolfe, Sr.
Wolfe Wholesale Florist

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chair Tom Wolfe, Jr.
Wolfe Wholesale Florist

Patrick Berry
Vickery Wholesale Greenhouse

Ken Freytag
Freytag's Florist
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Jodi McShan AAF AIFD PFCI TMF
McShan Florist

Susan Piland CFD TMFA
Susan Piland Floral Studio

Keith Taylor
Taylor Wholesale Florist

INDUSTRY COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

Chair Tricia Won AIFD EMC
Romantic Florals

Ellie Grande AIFD

Grandesigns

Grace Peterson
Woodshed Works Gifts & Flowers

Gaby Ponsaerts TMF

Blumen-Meisters

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Chair Chad Freytag
Freytag's Florist

Pat Houck

House of Blooms

Jimmy Klepac
Klepac Greenhouses, Inc.

Norman Northen TMFA
Precious Memories Florist & Gift Shop

Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA
Sunny Day Blossom Floral Design

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Chair Teia Bennett AIFD TMF
Blumen-Meisters

Jimmy Burrage CFD TMF

Marvel's Flowers

Dawson Clark TMF
High Pointe Estate Inc

Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA

Marisa Guerrero AIFD

Debbie's Bloomers

Clay Honeycutt AIFD CFD
North Forney High School

Tiffany Houck TMF

House of Blooms

Jimmy Klepac
Klepac Greenhouses, Inc.

Alan Masters AIFD PFCI
Pasadena ISD

Susan Piland CFD TMFA
Susan Piland Floral Studio

Gaby Ponsaerts TMF
Blumen-Meisters

luliia Prokhorova CFD TMF
Wild Veggie Bouquet LLC

Tom Wolfe, Jr.
Wolfe Wholesale Florist

Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA
Sunny Day Blossom Floral Design

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Chair Bruce Easley AAF CFD TMFA

Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA

Jimmy Klepac
Klepac Greenhouses, Inc.

Amy Neugebauer AIFD TMFA

Debbie Woltmann CFD TMFA
Sunny Day Blossom Floral Design

TEXAS IN BLOOM
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Editor Lynn Lary MclLean AIFD

Yolanda Amos TMFA
Krogers

Justin Hughes
House of Flowers

Jodi McShan AAF AIFD PFCI TMF
McShan Florist

Gaby Ponsaerts TMF

Blumen-Meisters

pates
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TSFA welcomes the 2022 new members who have recognized the Value of TSFA membership

ACKERLY
Tana Howard « (432) 333-4561
thoward@esci7.net

ANDERSON
Stacey Byars-Cosby - (832) 296-5375
sbyars-cosby@ascisd.net

AUSTIN
Rene Johnson « (512)434-9259
renejohnson50@yahoo.com

BEAUMONT
Kari Gaudet AIFD CFD -« (409) 679-9139
karijgaudet@gmail.com

BEDFORD
Virginia Hadley « (817) 909-8856
virginia.e.hadley@gmail.com

BIG SPRING
Tania Higginbotham
tmarie.harmonies@gmail.com

BOWIE
Amanda Newman - (915) 999-8020
amanda.newman@goldburgisd.net

CARROLLTON
Nick Smith « (214)213-8464
nick@inbloomflowers.com

CELESTE
Kylie Dunn « (903) 2597865
kyliedunn75423@gmail.com

CLINT
Shanda Giraud - (915) 490-2234
shangiraud@gmail.com

CORPUS CHRISTI
Ginger Rodriguez + (361) 342-9222
peonyblissdesign@gmail.com

CYPRESS
Stacy Leal « (832) 725-8948
set1307@gmail.com

DALLAS

Allison Manly « (956) 793-4333
allimanly@gmail.com

Roxane Smith - (682) 365-6807
roxanelmiller@gmail.com

DODD CITY
Mandy Jones « (903 ) 583-7585
mandy.jones@doddcityisd.com

DOUGLASS
Katie White « (936) 615-0034
k-white2@hotmail.com

ERA
Robin Downe - (940) 736-0871
downer@eraisd.net

FORNEY
Cheryl Kinney + 762-4200
clka67@sbcglobal.net

Jahri Gonsalves

FORT WORTH
Tyler McCoy - (817) 727-5796
tyler,mccoy@birdvilleschools.net

GALENA PARK
Patricia Alvarez - (832) 386-2906
palvarez@galenaparkisd.com

HARTLEY
Mikayla Lozano + (512) 540-6642
mikayla.lozano@hartleyisd.net

HASLET
Tori Dowdy « (817) 823-3300
dowdytorigo@gmail.com

IDALOU
Anamaria Calvillo « (806) 474-6165

IRVING
Rebecca Valdovinos
mydelight54@gmail.com

LA COSTE
Veronica Berger « (210) 317-3351

LIPAN
Callie Pack « (940) 452-6387
cpack@lipanindians.net

LUBBOCK
Justin Hughes « (214) 641-9303

Rachele Roberts « (806) 939-6092
rachele.fendley4@gmail.com

LUFKIN
Ashlyn Childress « (936) 676-6761
piggab@gmail.com

MADISON
Konya Williams « (615) 568-1537
konyawilliams@comcast.net

MADISONVILLE
Karleigh Howeth « (936) 245-0897
pckarleigh@gmail.com

MANOR
Marvin Garza « (760) 908-2670

Sharon Garza « (760) 908-2153

MANSFIELD
Sadie Phillips - (214) 809-8182
sageriley@icloud.com

MCKINNEY
Kay Eiseman +(972) 877-3420
kme21@sbcglobal.net

MELISSA
Maggie Densmore « (979) 820-2587

MISSOURI CITY
Christy Gaia « (901) 409-2896
cgaiadesigns@gmail.com

NEW BRAUNFELS
Michelle Powers: (830) 629-1604
design@blumen-meisters.com

Tymonee Wilburn « (361)449-0416
florakoru@gmail.com

Wendy Hurley « (830) 6291604
design@blumen-meisters.com

PLANO
Shaquana Lewis « (337) 351-4648
creationsbyneec@gmail.com

POTEET
Gabriela Garcia + (830) 200-6890
gab.garcia@live.com

RICE
Sarah Montgomery « (903) 326-4502
smontgomery@rice-isd.org

RICHMOND
Margaret Smith
flowersbymaggietx@gmail.com

SAN ANTONIO
Glenda Garza « (956) 245-5483
glendagledesma@gmail.com

Terry Martin « (210) 472-3080
adreamteam2004@aol.com

SANTA MARIA
Rachelle Corrington « (956) 564-5801
rachellecorrington@smisd.net

SEGUIN
Sarah Gwosdz « (830) 3278424
sarahesters4@gmail.com

SHALLOWATER
Phyllis Schulle « (806) 778-1080

SPLENDORA
Kori Long
klong@splendoraisd.org

SPRING
llissa Collins « (346) 380-5455
ilissams@yahoo.com

SPRINGTOWN
Susan Hulet - (817) 270-2200
susan@yellowrosefloral.com

TIOGA
London Jindra « (940) 297-5126
ljindra@shermanisd.net

London Jindra « (940) 297-5126
ljindra@shermanisd.net

WALLER
Heather Harvey « (979) 820-3193
hharvey@wallerisd.net

Karie Dillinger « (580) 225-0175
dillinger.karie@elkcityschools.com

Kim Anderson McMorrough + (254) 753-1791
baylorflowers@yahoo.com

§
:
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hen we stop and take time to revisit the

importance of belonging to a professional
association, one reason that is clearly evident is
that of helping one another in need. We saw this
during the pandemic when TSFA kept our doors
open. We saw it when Hurricane Harvey devastated
Houston and the surrounding areas and TSFA, in
concert with the AIFD Foundation, was there to
help. There was no time more important than the
days that followed May 24th when an unthinkable
act touched a small town named Uvalde.

When Uvalde florists knew that they could not
provide all needed, without help from others, the
following happened almost simultaneously with
the hope to provide customized flowers for the
funerals of 19 children and 2 teachers.

TSFA posted on social media the need for help
from the industry.

TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA began
to respond to calls from guest designers.

TSFA Floral Education Underwriters and TSFA
Product Contributors responded abundantly to
the need for florals, foliages, plants and supplies.

%

i v was X 3 .
TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA
and Teia Bennett AIFD TMF

Teia owns Blumen-Meisters in New Braunfels and
opened her doors to ensure the success of this project.
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TSFA Executive Director Dianna Nordman AAF
coordinated the contributions.

Teia Bennet AIFD TMF opened Blumen Meisters
to receive product from countless contributors
and host guest designers to create the design
work for the 21 services that span over close to
three weeks.

The people of New Braunfels opened their hearts
providing accommodations for guest designers,
meals for days and gasoline credits.

“What sunshine
is to flowers,
smiles are
to humanity.
These are but trifles,
to be sure;
but scattered along
life’s pathway,
the good they do
is inconceivable.”
—Joseph Addison

The New Braunfels community participated
hands-on processing flowers, running errands
and supporting the designers in all ways possible.

Customized florals, to capture the essence of
the child, were delivered to each of the nineteen
services.

Floral tributes were designed for the services for
each of the two teachers including the service of
the husband who passed away the same week as
the teacher.

For almost three weeks, one to four van loads of
floral tributes were delivered up to four times a
day from New Braunfels to Uvalde with each trip
being about four hours round trip.

Each who participated did so with love. No one
came for recognition. No one came to be paid.
We witnessed heartfelt leadership at its finest and
were reminded that flowers spoke, with love, the
words that no one could find to say.



COORDINATORS

TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA
Dianna Nordman AAF and TSFA Staff

PARTICIPATING DESIGNERS

Teia Bennett AIFD TMF and the staff
at Blumen Meisters - New Braunfels

Julie Beck Rogers AIFD - San Antonio
Dessie Benevides - Odessa

Teia Bennett AIFD TMF - New Braunfels
Courtney Burkhardt TMF - New Braunfels
Sydney Carpenter - Junction

Kenny Cowan - Odessa

Ed Fimbel CFD TMFA - Northlake

Patricia Gomez - Houston

Jodie Gonzales TMF - Odessa

TSFA PAST PRESIDENTS
RECOGNIZE TSFA PRESIDENT
CHERYL VAUGHAN'S
HEARTFELT LEADERSHIP
DURING THE TEXAS FLORAL
SHOWCASE IN WACO

On behalf of the TSFA Past Presidents, TSFA Past President’s Liaison
Norman Northen TMFA presents TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA
a Memory Box and Flowers in recognition of her heartfelt leadership.

The vision of TSFA changed in a moment, Thanks to
TSFA President Cheryl Vaughan a light, shining in the
darkness, was brought to the town of Uvalde.

But this was not a one-man show.
As most endeavors, it took a village.

TSFA Past Presidents understand how one event can
change the course of an entire year, month, or day...
Cheryl yours changed forever.

Scott Hasty AIFD - Orange

Sherry Hickman - Bridge City

Wendy Hurley - Canyon Lake

Sheri Jentsch AIFD TMF - New Braunfels
Kelly Marble AAF AIFD TMF - Lubbock
Trinity Marshall - Austin

Amy Neugebauer AIFD TMFA - Conroe
Susan Piland CFD TMF - Mesquite

Cheryl Vaughan CFD TMFA - New Braunfels

! et
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TSFA is a light to the floral industry and it shined bright
over Uvalde. We shine bright. That is what TSFA does

and has done for over 100 years.

Thank you, on behalf of the TSFA Past Presidents, for
making the entire Texas Floral Industry look our best.
You are a treasure to TSFA.
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Ruth Blanton was born April 1,1927 to Ruth and Ernest Edwards. She passed away
November 12, 2022. She is predeceased by her parents, son Mark and husband,
Joseph F. Blanton.

Ruth was a 1944 graduate of Houston John H. Reagan Senior High School where she
was a Reagan Red Coat and a scholarship graduate of Houston Business College
and The MaryBeth McDonald School of Modeling.

Ruth was early employed at law firms, Baker Botts, and Butler, Binion, Rice & Cook.
She worked in a secretarial position for Lincoln National Life Insurance Company
and Standard Oil Company of Texas in the Geophysical Division.

Ruth and her husband owned and operated Blanton’s Flowers, Inc. from 1949 to
1981. Ruth managed the Blanton’s Flowers Milam Tunnel location.

Joe and Ruth were married 58-1/2 years when Joe died in 2006.

Ruth has been a member of St. Luke's United Methodist Church since 1947. She
sang in the original Church choir, and taught third grade Sunday School. She was a
member of the Board of Stewards, Chairperson for the Church Circle and President
of two Adult Bible Classes. She and Joe were honored recipients of St. Luke's United
Methodist Church Life Achievement Award.

Ruth was a longtime member of the Houston Junior Forum where she served as
President of the Houston Junior Forum Sustainers. Landscape gardening and interior
home design received much of her spare time. Ruth loved working in her yard and
enjoyed her plants and landscaped gardens. Her handsome German Shepherd
Dog, Rimmer, was her constant yard and home companion for over 14 years until
his death in 2013.

Ruth is survived by her loving son, Fred Tisell Blanton and wife, Mary; devoted and
loving grandsons, Adam T. Blanton and wife Brianna; Benjamin R. Blanton and Kenneth
V. Soracchi; adored great-grandson, Ethan Tisell Blanton; and great-granddaughter,
Evelyn Audris Blanton.

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at
www.forestparkwestheimer.com for the Blanton family.

22 | TEXAS in Bloom | JANUARY 2023

Austin's Finest Flowers
@) Best Service

| ;’ Freytag's Flowist

1-800-252-9145
Fax 1-512-345-1336
Ken Freytag ® TSFA Past President

www.freytagsflorist.com

AUSTIN
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Wallace Nobles

Est. 1935
401 WEST 20TH STREET

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77008 713.862.8811

800.723.3252
fax 713.864.2686
wwwheightsfloralshop.com

HOUSTON
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JANUARY

1 New Year's Day

9 National Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day

11 Tropical Paradise Hands-on Class
TSFA School of Floral Design
Leander, TX
For registration information visit
tsfa.org-events and classes tab

15-17
Creative Flair with Certification Prep
Hands on Classes | TSFA School of
Floral Design | Leander, TX
For registration information visit
tsfa.org-events and classes tab

16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day

18  TSFA Nominating Committee
Meeting via Zoom Video Conference
27-29
Introductory Floral Design Classes
TSFA School of Floral Design
Leander, TX
For registration information visit
tsfa.org>Floral Education tab > TX
School of Floral Design

Cldveitisers

Back Cover Texas Floral Education Underwriters

FEBRUARY

2 Groundhog Day
14  Valentine's Day
20 President's Day

21  Texas Floral Endowment
Board Meeting | 3:00 pm
via Zoom Video Conference

22 Ash Wednesday

s
\Y/z.
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ASSOCIATION

FIND YOUR FIRST INITIAL AND
LAST NAME IN AN ISSUE OF
TEXAS IN BLOOM AND WIN!

Winner receives a front row seat
at the design programs at the

2023 Texas Floral Expo and a

$50 Texas Floral Expo
Registration credit.

Search the issue for your first
initial and last name. It is hidden
on one of the pages. When you

find your first initial and last
name, email the page number and
name of article to
tsfaadmin@ tsfa.org.

Photographs Courtesy of former

TSFA President Jimmy Klepac and Klepac Greenhouses.

MARCH

Texas Independence Day

12
12

15

17
30

Texas Master Certification Classes
TSFA School of Floral Design
Leander, TX

The Elements and Principles of
Floral Design | Celebration of Life:
Sympathy Design | Wedding Florals
from Consultation to Completion
For registration information visit

tsfa.org>TMF Tab > Hands-on Schedule
International Women’s Day

Daylight Savings Starts

National Plant a Flower Day

Texas Floral Endowment Scholarship
Submission Deadline

For information and scholarship
application visit tsfa.org>Texas Floral
Endowment tab

St. Patrick’s Day
National Doctor’s Day

22 Freytag's Florist | 800.2529145 | wwwifreytagsflorist.com

22 Heights Floral Shop | 713.862.8811 | 800723.3252 | www.heightsfloralshop.com

23 McShan Florist | 800.331.3349 | www.mcshanflorist.com

22 RioRoses | 8667467673 | www.rioroses.com | www.riocorazon.com

22 The Florist, LTD | 940.4831800 | www.thefloristltd.net

22 Vickery Wholesale Greenhouse - Austin | 512.291.0400 | wwwwickerygreenhouse.com
22 Vickery Wholesale Greenhouse - Dallas | 214.824.4440 | wwwwickerygreenhouse.com

Proud Winner of Consumers’ Choice

214-324-2481 * 800- MCSHANS
www.mcshan.com ® Since 1948

“Best Florist” Award Every
Year Since 2006

R

McShan Florist

DALLAS
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